New England Rose Society
Meeting Minutes 
February 19, 2011
Reading Public Library, 64 Middlesex Avenue, Reading, MA

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 AM by President Manuel Mendes Jr.
Manny read the Treasurer's report indicating that we had $14,000 in our bank account.  David Cannistraro mentioned later that the majority of this money was in endowment  funds and only the income from it was  available for use.
Craig Dorschel reminded members that the Yankee District meeting was coming up in March 25, 26 & 27th.  The deadline for discounted hotel reservations is next Tuesday. 
There will be a Judges School next Labor Day weekend on the Cape.  Auditors are allowed.  
Craig further noted that at our Rose Show at Tower Hill Botanical Gardens is on June 26th.  The travelling trophy for Old Garden Roses, named in memory of Mike Lowe, who belonged to both the New Hampshire and New England Rose Societies, will be awarded for the first time.
Teresa Mosher is arranging a bus trip to the New York Botanical Gardens for Saturday, June 11.  For details contact Teresa or see information on our website.
Manny announced that we will be selling roses at both the Elm Bank and Tower Hill Botanic Garden plant sales.
David is accepting orders for Roseland roses for our sale this year.  Please send him your orders, along with the prices listed in the catalog, plus 50 cents per plant for shipping and handling charge.  Roses will be available for pick up at the Field Station in Waltham on Saturday, April 30.  Also, they will be available  on May 22nd at Elm Bank.
Barbara LeDuc will be Chairman for our Rose Show.  She requests that everyone be on the alert for good deals on items to be used for prizes when shopping this time of year.  Prizes can be donated, or the cost reimbursed by the Society.  Choice items include glassware, serving items, or garden related items such as tools.  Please contact Barbara if you have prizes for the show to prevent her from buying excess items.
Teresa announced that Barbara LeDuc has agreed to serve as Treasurer for the Society.   The Society is enormously grateful to Valerie Fisk, who has generously served in the office for the past several years while being extremely busy with her growing law practice. 
Marlene Norton, our Librarian, introduced a resolution to move our sixty or so library books about rose horticulture to the Tower Hill Botanical Garden library. The Tower Hill library will keep our books separate from their own collection, and will return the books to us if we are able to find a permanent home.  At present, our books are locked up at the Field Station in Waltham, and are inaccessible unless Marlene travels to Waltham during the week.  At Tower Hill, the books will be available three days a week when the library is open, including Saturdays.  They can be checked out by either NERS or Tower Hill members, but not the general public.  The Tower Hill library is lovely, with a climate-controlled environment and comfortable surroundings for reading.  A motion was made by Barbara LeDuc to move the books, seconded by Craig Dorschel and voted in the affirmative.  There were no dissenting votes.
The business meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. and the audience was treated to a presentation, “Works in My Back Yard” by Wendy White.
Ms. White is an award winning rose hybridizer and experienced horticulturalist, from Ipswich, Mass. and spoke about natural remedies, effective ways to keep critters of all sorts including deer, rabbits, aphids, Japanese beetles, bean beetles and black spot from attacking your plants.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES- 2-19-11
A Board of Directors meeting was held following Wendy's White’s lecture.
The Board of Directors Meeting started approximately 12:30 p.m.
Voting Members present: Marlene Norton, Barb LeDuc, Barbara Pumyea, Marion Cafferky, Victoria Palmer-Erbs, Cynthia Fraser, Lee MacNeil, Jack Lavacchia, Craig Dorschel, Manuel Mendes, Teresa Mosher, Tracy Peter, David Cannistraro, and Chu Jung.
Barbara LeDuc was voted in as the new Treasurer for the NER Society. 
Teresa then passed out examples of new signs for use at future gardens, such as our future displays at Tower Hill and Elm Bank. The cost of the signs will be between $20- $30. Members discussed planting roses at Tower Hill. Dave Cannistraro said he could donate roses.  ‘Knockout’ was suggested by Tower Hill but the board finds other new were more suitable roses might be better.  There was a vote on purchasing the signs.  Barbara LeDuc made the motion and Craig Dorsett seconded the motion, all voted in favor.  The board members then discussed a number of different selections of roses that might be substituted for ‘Knockout’.
Teresa spoke about Nannette’s idea regarding the use of sticky pads within the gardens the New England Rose Society displays roses; such as Elm Bank or Tower Hill. The Society website address could be printed on the sticky pads.  A final draft of the sticky notes would be brought in for inspection by the board before voting to approve this idea.
Marion spoke about a potential meeting location for our society.  She is suggesting a location in Norfork.  This is within a condominium development which would provide us with a large meeting room for events.
Members can bring in donated prizes for any drawing for our upcoming meetings.  Barbara will collect the prices.
A Founder's Day meeting is planned for October of 2011. Dave Cannistraro is trying to get the location of that meeting in Waltham.  He is trying to see about using the Château in Waltham.
As discussed right before our speaker began this morning, Marlene Norton was voted as our librarian.  She will be moving our library books from the Experimental Station in Waltham to Tower Hill.  NERS members will be moving the books themselves from the station in Waltham to Tower Hill in Boylston. Carol Bowen will be asked to place the list of the books up on our website for all members to view.
Craig mentioned that the current rose judges are good until the year of 2012.  An exam for judges is being scheduled for the Labor Day weekend in 2011.
Marion discussed shirts for the Rose Society members.
Our next meeting is scheduled for March 19th. David Cannistraro will speak about irrigation.
Board meeting  adjourned; 1:05 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tracy Peter, Executive Secretary
