New England Rose Society
Meeting Minutes 
March 19, 2011
Reading Public Library, 64 Middlesex Ave., Reading, MA. 01867

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 AM by President Manuel Mendes Jr.
Manny stated that the Treasurer's report indicated that we had a total of $14,200 in our general and endowment accounts.
New members and guests were introduced. 
Announcements:
- The Boston Flower Show is in progress this week.
- The Yankee District ARS convention will take place next weekend in Brewster. Members are encouraged to come for the great speakers on Saturday if not for the weekend.  Details are listed on the website.
- The deadline for registrations for the bus trip to the NY Botanical Gardens (June 11) is fast approaching.
- The Elm Bank plant sale will be May 22; the Tower Hill plant sale will be on June 4.
- David Cannistraro spoke about the Rose sale.  Orders must be received by the 3rd week in April. Roses can be chosen directly from the Roseland catalog. (The prices are $16.50 for black pots, $18.50 for green pots, and $20.50 for red pots.  The Austin roses are only available at $24.95) Also, David will order Bailey's roses if he receives enough orders.  Baileys carries Grandma's Blessings, Yellow Submarine roses. Roseland has ordered 20 extra of twenty bushes recommended by Manny (e.g. McCartney Rose, Morning Magic, Mother of Pearl, & Bright Eyes) for our members. 
- David will also be ordering some miniature roses for our show as well.
Panel Discussion was held on "What roses do well in New England?" Also discussed were varieties listed in Roses in Review, and audience questions.
 Our panel members were:
Clarence Rhodes: Regional Director, Past President of the Maine Rose Society, Master CR, Rose Show Judge
Manny Mendes: Past & present President of NERS, Master Gardener, Master Consulting Rosarian.
Craig Dorschel: ARS Judge, Past President of the NERS, Chairman of Judges NERS Rose Show 2010.
David Cannistraro: ARS Judge, Master Consulting Rosarian, Past President NERS, owner of “Just Roses”.
In addition to the roses discussed in the article, the panel answered questions from the audience on Walking on Sunshine, Pink Homerun, Party Hardy, Purple Splash, Zephirine Drouhin, Dick Clark, several other rose varieties, and the revamped AARS selection process.  Clarence urged everyone to remember to send in the "Roses in Review" questionnaire from the ARS so more complete data could be developed.

Irrigation Demonstration was delivered by David Cannistraro, who installs a number of these systems each year.  David reviewed the types of materials available and the different applications of those, demonstrated their assembly, and had samples for the members to practice with.  Tubing and other components can be purchased at the Larchmont Co., Larchmont Lane in Lexington, MA. (larchmont-eng.com) , and timers and pressure regulators are available at Home Depot.

Many thanks to the panel members for sharing their expertise, and to David for a most helpful "hands-on" session on drip irrigation systems.

There being no further business to come before the Society, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tracy A. Peter
Executive Secretary
