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New England Rose Society

Minutes of the Meeting
February 20, 2010
Piccadilly Pub, Waltham MA

The members assembled at 12 noon for lunch. 

The business meeting was called to order at 12:35 PM by President Manny Mendez.  
1) Manny made several announcements:

- Jim and Lois Denman will celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary in March.

- Alan Burch, editor of our newsletter, has resigned from the Society. Several local societies no longer publish newsletters; therefore, we will try to get by with simply posting the usual materials on our website www.rosepetals.org. 
- Future meeting minutes will be posted on our website.
- The plant sale at Elm Bank will be held on May 22. This is a change from a previously announced date.

- The Brockton Flower Show will be held on the second Sunday in April at the Shaw Center.

- NERS will not be involved with the shortened Boston Flower Show this year; the show officials did not contact Manny. 

- Manny and / or Barbara LeDuc will contact Treasurer Valerie Fisk  to determine whether progress has been made in transferring the name on one of our bank accounts from Theresa McNutt to Valerie (see November minutes).

2) Past-president Lee MacNeil gave a report on plans for the Yankee District Convention to be held March 26-28:
- We are in need of a laptop computer with projector, as the rental prices from the hotel are quite high.  David Cannistraro replied that he owned a setup & would bring it.  As Lee would like to have 2 in case we need to use them in different rooms, Craig Dorschel may borrow one from work.  

- We are also in need of a microphone & amplifier.  Marion Cafferky has a karaoke setup which can be used for lecturers. 

- There will be no charge for vendor tables.

- Bailey’s Roses will donate 50 rose shrubs.

- Austin Roses will donate 1 rose-in-bloom, plus a speaker.

- Winterwood Compost is donating ½ pallet of bagged compost.

- Mike Chute will be present to sign copies of his book Roses for New England, A Guide to Sustainable Rose Gardening.
- Laura Denktash, the “Rose Diva” will be signing copies of her book. 

- Irvin Ehrenreich will be present, selling roses & jewelry.

A link to further information about the convention can be found on our website.

3) David Cannistraro announced that we will be unloading roses for this year’s sale on April 30.  We will have far fewer rose bushes for sale this year (only 265), and the sales will be spread over the Waltham sale, and the Elm Bank & Tower Hill plant sales.  It is hoped that ALL plants will be sold.  David will print up the flyer for the sale.  It was mentioned that the signage for last year’s sale was difficult to read, and it was suggested we need a sandwich board to place by the driveway entrance.
4) Jim Denman suggested we ask Treasurer Valerie Fisk to send contributions to the ARS in memory of Martha Chapin, Mike Lowe, and Tessie McKeown.  Lee commented that Valerie may have already sent some of these, as she had mentioned it to Lee earlier.  However, Jim said the notice had not yet appeared in the ARS magazine American Rose.  Lee will check
5) Craig Dorschel gave a progress report on our upcoming June rose show.  The theme will be “In memory of…”
· Project Rose: in memory of Nathalie Jones

· There will be commemorative classes for distinguished rosarians who have passed away recently:

· 3 Old Garden Roses: for Mike Lowe

· 3 Shrub roses: for Donna Fuss

· 3 Hybrid Tea roses: for Tessie McKeown

· an arrangement class: for Martha Chapin

Also, Craig wanted to bring the ARS Specialty Bulletin to everyone’s attention. The link to it is found on the ARS website, and the password is published in American Rose Magazine, so it is available to ARS members only.  The password for this month is iceberg, so take a free look!
6) Jim Denman will contact the Mass. Dept. of Agriculture to see if the funds for cash prizes for Rose Show blue ribbon winners from Massachusetts are still available.
7) Lee brought some beautiful single long-stemmed red roses for raffle.

8) Betty Mendez brought Bonide Pump-N-Shoot hand sprayer bottles for the members present.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara LeDuc, Recording Secretary
