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New England Rose Society

Minutes of the Meeting
November 14, 2009

Piccadilly Pub, Waltham MA.

The members assembled at 12 noon for lunch. 

The business meeting was called to order at 1:25 PM by outgoing President Lee MacNeil.  Lee announced that Manny Mendes Jr. was unanimously nominated to be the candidate for President of the Society.
Lee read the Treasurers Report detailing our current funds.
Lee gave information on the Yankee District Convention:

It will be held March 26 – 28, 2010 in Taunton, MA.

Speakers will include Cliff Orent of Eurodesert Roses, CA; Mich Marriott of David Austin Roses; Randall Prosack of UMass Amherst, the “Weed Professor”; Laura Denktash, the Rose Diva, on “Cooking with Roses.  Other possible topics being planned include Jewelry with Roses, and a representative of Bayer Chemical Co. Suggestions for additional topics are being solicited.

Lee conducted the voting for next year’s officers of the Society.  They are:

President: Manuel Mendes, Jr.

1st Vice-President: Barbara Leduc

2nd Vice-President: Chu Jung

Executive Secretary: Marlene Norton

Treasurer: Valerie Fisk

Librarian: Marlene Norton

Immediate Past President: Lee MacNeil

New members of the Board of Directors were elected & will be listed on the website www.rosepetals.org.  

Members of the standing committees will be listed on the website as well.
President Manuel Mendes assumed control of the meeting, and was presented with a large bouquet of roses by outgoing President Lee MacNeil.  The society members expressed their profound gratitude to Lee for her 5 years of exemplary service to the NERS.
Manny gave further information about the Yankee District Convention:

It will be held at the Holiday Inn in Taunton on Myles Standish Blvd. (Rt. 138).  Friday evening dinner will be “on your own”, but there will be a box lunch on Saturday, and a formal dinner on Saturday evening.  The Yankee District meeting will be held Sunday Morning, after a breakfast of bagels and muffins.  Lee, the event Chairman, is soliciting raffle items such as baskets and gift certificates to garden centers.  Marion Cafferky will be in charge of registration for the convention. 

Other announcements:
- David Cannistraro is chairman for our June Rose Show at Tower Hill.  The tentative date is June 27.

- Brockton will hold its flower show on one day: Sunday, April 11 from 10-4 at the Shaw Center.
- The Elm Bank plant sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 22.

- The Boston flower show (Mass. Horticultural Society, “Blooms”) is May 24-28 at the World Trade Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara LeDuc, Recording Secretary

